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BEFORE THE
[ LLI NOI S COMMERCE COWMM SSI ON

IN THE MATTER OF:
gl Rl SH N. SAHAY
\'

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

COMVONWEALTH EDI SON COMPANY

Chi cago, Illinois

July 26, 2005

Met pursuant to notice at 11:00 a.m

BEFORE:

LESLI E HAYNES, Adm ni strative Law Judge.

APPEARANCES:

MR. Gl RI SH N. SAHAY,

2809 Modaff Road,

Naperville, Illinois 60565,
appeared pro se;

MR. MARK L. GOLDSTEI N,

108 W | not Road, Ste. 330,

Deerfield, Illinois 60015,
appeared for Comonweal th
Edi son Conpany.

SULLI VAN REPORTI NG COMPANY, by
Teresann B. G orgi, CSR

No. 05-0355
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W t nesses:

NONE

Nunmber

NONE

Re-
CrXx.

By
Exam ner

EXHI BI TS

For

| dentification

In Evi dence
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JUDGE HAYNES: Pursuant to the direction of
the Illinois Commerce Conm ssion, | now cal
Docket 05-0355. This is the complaint of G rish N
Sahay versus Conmmonweal th Edi son Conmpany.

May | have your name and address for
the record, please.

MR. SAHAY: M name is G rish N. Sahay and |
live at 2809 Modaff Road, Naperville, Illinois
60565.

MR. GOLDSTEIN: On behalf of Commonweal th Edi son
Company, Mark L. Goldstein, 108 W I mt Road, Suite
330, Deerfield, Illinois 60015. M telephone number
Is 847-580-5480. I have with me today John Parise
of Comonweal th Edi son Conpany.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. This is the first tinme
that this complaint is up

M . Sahay --

MR. SAHAY: Yes.

JUDGE HAYNES: -- will you be represented by an
attorney in this matter?

MR. SAHAY: Well, | was never told, you know,

because when | took up the case, that one person
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fromlllinois Commerce Comm ssion, his first name
is, also, John, Swab (phonetic), you know, something
l'i ke this, if | could remenmber, he never mentioned
t hat you have to be represented by an attorney.

But, | did have attorney and he was
here last time, but, | think, he should be here
t oday, but | don't know what time he be done with
his case.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. " m | ooking at this
conplaint. You're listed as the conpl ai nant, but is
the account with ComEd in your name personally?

MR. SAHAY: No, in the name of my conpany.

JUDGE HAYNES: And the name of the company is?

MR. SAHAY: M & G Enterprises, Inc.

JUDGE HAYNES: And what's your position there?

MR. SAHAY: |'m the president and the owner.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. For today you don't need
an attorney. This is just a status hearing.

MR. SAHAY: He will be here, but he m ght be
| ate, you know. But he had a court date today at
10: 00 o' clock, so, | don't know what time he be

done.
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JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. So, like, | said, today is
just a status hearing and we're just here to set
dates for the proceeding and, also, to let you know
how t he proceedi ngs here at the Comm ssion worKk.
But, also, the Comm ssion likes to give parties an
opportunity to discuss with each other what the
conplaint is about. And so, after we go through
dates together, | would |like to give the parties an
opportunity to use this room without me there, to
possibly settle this matter.

MR. SAHAY: Okay.

JUDGE HAYNES: So, just so you know, we won't
have the actual evidentiary hearing today. First,
we have a period of time that's called discovery,
where you'll be exchangi ng documents with the
conpany.

MR. SAHAY: Yes.

JUDGE HAYNES: And, then, once the party has
conpl eted that exchange of information, we can
ei ther have another status hearing, or we can go
right to the evidentiary hearing or trial. So, we

need to pick a date for that today. And on that
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date is when you'll present all of your evidence.
And if you have any witnesses you want to bring, any
paperwor k, you would bring it on that day and you
woul d present it at that time. But, obviously, your
attorney can help you with this.

MR. SAHAY: Il will make it a point that he know.
He'll be here today, also.

JUDGE HAYNES: And, then, on that date is when
your attorney will have an opportunity to question
the company's witnesses and you need to bring your
wi t nesses that day.

So, today is really just scheduling
and that sort of thing.

MR. SAHAY: Sur e.

JUDGE HAYNES: M. Goldstein, you look like you
have something to say.

MR. GOLDSTEIN: | guess the only thing |I would
say is M. Parise has had a substantial amount of
di scussion with M. Sahay prior to the formal
conpl aint being filed. And up to this point in
time, it appears to me that there has not been very

much progress made with respect towards scheduling
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the matter.

| guess, we're nore than happy to
exchange docunments with M. Sahay, if he would tel
us what he requires of us, and we can go forward to
an evidentiary hearing. We'll be happy this norning
to spend a few mnutes with M. Sahay to see if
there is any progress that could be made towards
settl ement.

JUDGE HAYNES: Before we actually pick a date
for the hearing, | was |ooking at your conpl aint and
is it my understanding that you're conpl ai ni ng about
your bills --

MR. SAHAY: Yes.

JUDGE HAYNES: -- from November 27th of 2002 --

MR. SAHAY: Uh- hum

JUDGE HAYNES: -- through the period of May 27th
of 20057

MR. SAHAY: In fact, you know, | wrote a letter
to the Chief Clerk of the Illinois Commerce

Comm ssion, 6-7-05. Since | found same thing was
happening in the later bills -- because nmy first

conpl aint, that was in June 2004, | had sent a



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

| etter to some M ke, you know, of Commonweal t h

Edi son, but later on | found the same thing

appearing in my billing. So, on 6-7-05, | wrote a
letter to the Chief Clerk of the Illinois Commerce
Comm ssion. So, actually, | would like my period to

be covered from November of 2002, when | took, you
know, that place, until June 29, 2005, when the | ast
readi ng was taken.

JUDGE HAYNES: \What happened in Novenmber of
2002? |Is that when you bought the business?

MR. SAHAY: Yes.

JUDGE HAYNES: Bought the building? Bought the
whol e busi ness? |Is that when the account at ComEd
was switched into your name?

MR. SAHAY: Yes. They canme and took the actua
readi ng, you know, of the meter on that day. Yes.

JUDGE HAYNES: And you're arguing that they
m scal cul ated the demand charges. So, it's a
billing error.

MR. SAHAY: Yes.

And when | raised this question first

bef ore you call ed, you know, | was tal king to other



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

peopl e at ConEd, they send nme a book, you know,

under st andi ng your demand, you know. And | sort of

fill you in, I'"m an engi neer by profession. I was
telling them you know, | came to this country in
1974. |"ve been hired by government of the United

St at es Departnment of Energy to assist in sonme
classification programthat | (inaudible), where I
did my master, and | was working on my Ph.D. In

1982 when the whole energy program was shut down |

(i naudi bl e).

So, this is my profession is to do the
fuel consumption. So, these calculations, | just
told John, that when | |ooked into the billing, |

found that there are about nine itenms in which they
do the cal cul ati ons and add up all and that is the
charge they're charging the customers.

So, | look into details of all,
there's only two items, you know, which I would |ike
to bring to their attention and one is the demand
charges and the other energy charges. And my whol e
di scussion will focus, first on the demand and next

Il will talk on the energy.
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JUDGE HAYNES: Okay.

MR. SAHAY: And, maybe, at the end I m ght I|ike
to give some recommendation to the ComEd because,
maybe, the general public do not understand what is
goi ng on over there, but when | recommend you with
some instances --

JUDGE HAYNES: |'m sorry, you're going to have
to repeat that.

MR. SAHAY: If I give some instances that --

JUDGE HAYNES: |Instances?

MR. SAHAY: Yes.

That m ght help you to rectify that.
Yes.

JUDGE HAYNES: OCkay. If I'"m understanding you
correctly, this is not specific to you?

MR. SAHAY: Well, it is specific to me now, but
| feel that it m ght be specific to the intelligence
of other customers, who do not understand these
billings, that do not have any technical background
to understand how these cal cul ations are made. \What
is the basis, you know? When you charge anybody

anyt hing, there nust be some base. You can't say,

10
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Okay, you have to pay $1,000 for your electric bill.
Why are you charging $1,000? That would be a base.
And | will the base with you. | don't know who are
the first person who design, you know, cal cul ating
all these, you know. But as for my understanding --

under st anding the demand with 40 years of ny

technical experience, you know, | could not
under st and what they want to say here. | tal ked
to --

JUDGE HAYNES: This is something we can explore
when you are sworn in at the actual trial. You can
explain at that time why you believe your bill is
cal cul ated incorrectly.

So, are you confortable continuing
wi t hout your attorney present here?

MR. SAHAY: Yes.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. Well, I think, then, we'll
pick a date for the trial. As far as discovery
goes, which your attorney will help you with,

think that we can do this on an informl basis --
informal in that we won't set actual deadlines for

when you will have to exchange documents. But, if

11
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there's any issues with getting documents from

ei ther party, we can schedule a status hearing. You

can call me and we can schedule a status hearing to
address any issues that may arise with discovery.
But, | think, at this point we'll just set an
evidentiary hearing.
M. Gol dstein.

MR. GOLDSTEIN: Well, if there's going to be
di scovery, we do not want to be put in the position
where a substantial amount of discovery is thrown
our way and we have one or two days before the
evidentiary hearing in order to comply with the
di scovery requests. So, therefore, | would suggest
t hat we set discovery dates and discovery cutoffs

and go fromthere to an evidentiary hearing.

JUDGE HAYNES: That's fine. Frequently, parties

don't want to set dates, but if you want to set
dates, we can do that.

Do you have a suggestion for dates?

MR. GOLDSTEI N: | have a suggestion with respect

to the evidentiary hearing date.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. We can work from there.

12
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MR. GOLDSTEI N: Based upon the various schedul es
here, | suggest the week of Septenber 19th.
JUDGE HAYNES: Two months from now?
MR. GOLDSTEIN: Yes, almost two months.
That way we can finish discovery
requests and responses, say, within 45 days from
t oday, and that would pretty much finish everything
off in time to have the hearing.
JUDGE HAYNES: The only day |'m avail abl e that
week is September 20t h.
Are you avail able, M. Sahay?
MR. SAHAY: "' m avail abl e every day, but | don't
know what is the schedule of ny attorney.
Can | make a call outside?
JUDGE HAYNES: Sure. September 20th.
(Short recess.)
JUDGE HAYNES: Back on the record.

Were you able to reach your attorney,

M . Sahay?
MR. SAHAY: No. | left a message, but | will
get a hold of himdefinitely and I will ask himto

give hima call.

13
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JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. So, rather than picking
the actual evidentiary trial date, because | assume
you' | I want your attorney present at that, let's
schedul e a status for the end of August.

Are you avail abl e August 30t h?

MR. SAHAY: ' m avai |l abl e every day.

JUDGE HAYNES: And, if your attorney is not
avail able, we can switch this date, as well. But,
for now --

MR. SAHAY: |If he don't have any assignment on
that day, | think he will be here. And |I'm pretty
sure he will come today. He had a court date at
10: 00 o' clock. You know the court, it's 10:00
o'clock and then it lingers to 11:00, 11:30.

JUDGE HAYNES: Okay.

MR. GOLDSTEI N: Judge, | have a hearing at 10:00
o' clock on August 30th. So, if you wish to set this
for, say, 11:00 o'clock that would be perfect, as
far as |'m concer ned.

MR. SAHAY: Make it afternoon. | live in the
suburbs. And when you give a time |ike 10:00

o' clock, you know, I'm stuck in traffic for two and

14
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a half hours or nore. But the afternoon, any time

between 1: 00 to 3:00 will be nore suitable to nme.

MR. PARI SE: How about 11:00 o'clock?

JUDGE HAYNES: Was it hard today getting here by

11: 00?

MR. SAHAY: Well, you know, to be at 11:00 I

have to start at 9:00 o'clock, and 9:00 to 10:00 is

very heavy traffic. | have to drive on four
di fferent hi ghways to come over here, you know.
12: 00 o' clock should be better.
JUDGE HAYNES: 12: 00 o' cl ock?
MR. SAHAY: Yes.
MR. GOLDSTEIN: That's fine with me.
JUDGE HAYNES: Okay. 12: 00 o' cl ock. Noon.
So, at that hearing we'll discuss
there's any issues with discovery and --
MR. SAHAY: 12:00 o'clock on what date?
JUDGE HAYNES: August 30th. Tuesday,
August 30th. And we'll pick a date for the
evi dentiary hearing.
MR. SAHAY: \What day is that, August 30th?

JUDGE HAYNES: It's a Tuesday.

15
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MR. SAHAY: Okay.

JUDGE HAYNES: At noon.

MR. SAHAY: Ri ght over here?

JUDGE HAYNES: | don't know which room but this
bui | di ng.
Okay. We are continued until
August 30t h at noon.
The parties may stay in this roomif

t hey want

to conti nue di scussi ons.

(Wher eupon,

mat t er

August

was continued to

30t h,

2005. )

t he above-entitl ed
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